


   NEUTRAL EVALUATION AGREEMENT 

(Domestic)

My name is Brian Florence.  I will be acting as the neutral evalutor in your matter.  I request the parties to sign this agreement prior to their meeting with me so that they understand this process and our respective roles. By signing this agreement, the parties acknowledge and agree:

1.  
I am a lawyer, but I will not give you legal advice.   After listening to

your perspectives and considering any material or documents that you would like to use in presenting your position, I will provide my evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of your claims and positions and if relevant and possible, evaluate probable court outcomes.  I can provide legal information that would justify my evaluation or how the law might affect aspects of your claim, but I will not provide specific advice to either side.  

2.  
If you do not have an attorney, I recommend that you at least consult one in order to be properly counseled regarding legal interests, rights and obligations.   

3.
As a neutral evaluator,  I will not reveal anything discussed in our meeting without your permission other than to discuss the case with or report to your lawyers if they were not present. 

4.
I am not required to maintain confidentiality if I have reason to believe that a child is in need of protection or if either of you is in danger of bodily harm.  If either of you feel that you are or have been a victim of domestic violence or that our meeting cannot be conducted safely, then it would be prudent to use some other out of court process.

5.
I  must reveal any evidence of child abuse not previously reported.

6. 
You agree not to subpoena or demand the production of any of my notes or records or attempt to call me as witness in any legal proceeding concerning this dispute.

7.
I will, if requested,  prepare a written Neutral Evaluation which I will provide to each of you and your lawyers.  It is understood that this will be my own evaluation of your respective positions, claims, rights and obligations.  It is not a document that  will be binding on you, nor will it be admissible in any court proceeding.  It will be provided only for the purpose of assisting you in reaching your own subsequent voluntary resolution.   

8.
All written and oral communications or statements made in the course of this process will be treated as privileged settlement discussions and are therefore confidential.  They cannot be used or commented upon in subsequent court proceedings.

9.  
My fees are $160.00 per hour.  Unless  notified otherwise, I anticipate that each of you will pay half  or $80.00 per hour.  These fees are to be paid at the end of our meeting.  I do not accept credit cards.  My hourly fee will also include time for the preparation of a written neutral evaluation if I am requested to do that.  

We have read, understand and agree to each of these provisions.

_______________________________
Date:___________________________

_______________________________
Date:___________________________

